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In accordance with the Regulation on the Safety Management of Hazardous Chemicals, the Customs is
responsible for the inspection of imported and exported hazardous chemicals and their packages. Many people
may have questions on such as what the definition of hazardous chemicals is, what a packing certificate of
dangerous goods refers to, and how to apply for. CIRS Group has summarized questions that are frequently
asked, and please read the following article for answers.
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Q: What are the definitions of hazardous chemicals and dangerous goods?

A: “Hazardous chemicals” refers to the highly toxic chemicals and other chemicals which are toxic, corrosive,
explosive, flammable or combustion-supporting and causes harm to people, facilities or the environment.
“Dangerous goods” means substances and articles that have explosive, flammable, toxic, infectious, corrosive,
radioactive, and other dangerous properties; and are susceptible to causing personal injury, property damage or
environmental pollution during the transportation, storage, manufacture, operation, use and disposal.
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Q: What are the differences between hazardous chemicals and dangerous goods?

A: Hazardous chemicals only refer to chemical substances while dangerous goods may be substances and articles.
Both of them have special packaging requirements. Some dangerous goods are not classified as hazardous chemicals,
such as lithium batteries, accumulators, matches, supplemental restraints, etc.

And some hazardous chemicals are not classified as dangerous goods due to that several hazard classifications of
hazardous chemicals are not adopted in the classifications of dangerous goods, for example, boric acid.
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Q: What is a packing certificate of dangerous goods?

A: The packing certificate of dangerous goods is commonly known as the “Inspection Certificate for Packing
Functions of Outbound Goods” and the “Identification Certificate for Packing Use of Outbound Dangerous Goods”
which issued after the qualification of packing performance and packing use.
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Q: How to obtain the packing certificate for dangerous goods?

A: In accordance with the Law on Import and Export Commodity Inspection and the Implementation Regulation on
the Import and Export Commaodity Inspection, factories manufacturing packaging containers of outbound dangerous
goods shall apply for the inspection certificate for packing functions to the Customs under its jurisdiction. Factories
manufacturing dangerous goods shall apply for the identification certificate for packing use of outbound dangerous
goods to the Customs under its jurisdiction.

Tips: Outbound dangerous goods shall obtain the packing certificate for dangerous goods; outbound hazardous
chemicals shall also obtain the packing certificate if they are identified as dangerous goods.
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Q: What kinds of outbound hazardous chemicals are subject to inspection? What are the requirements of the
inspection?

A: Outbound hazardous chemicals that included in the Catalog of Hazardous Chemicals 2015 shall be required to
make inspections. (HS code and the corresponding name in inspection and quarantine of hazardous chemicals can
refer to the Appendix).

It is required to apply for an electronic ledger through the single window of “Entry-Exit Inspection and Quarantine
Application” prior to export. The electronic ledger account shall be filled in the column of integrated export
declaration.

Attention: The hazardous chemicals included in the Catalog of Hazardous Chemicals 2015 shall be declared to the
Customs truthfully regardless of whether they are listed in the Catalogue of Entry-Exit Commodities Subject to
Inspection and Quarantine by Entry-Exit Inspection and Quarantine Institutions or not. Active cooperation with
Customs shall be made on the inspection of the imported and exported hazardous chemicals and their packages.
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Tips: The General Administration of Customs updates the Catalogue of Entry-Exit Commodities Subject to
Inspection and Quarantine by Entry-Exit Inspection and Quarantine Institutions every year before December 31.

Q: AR KR A BGE RAREN R IRAEH B R B R ?

A: 1 CH B R A LA S R A D

2. (B Yis AR REAS I A R ) CHICHE ™ il B I B R 5 S o P S 8 B B2 PRI BR A1)

3. fE SRR 7> AR

4 SR AR CHCER RO AR AREA, WA SCREAR, BRI ) A SCR A

5.0 5 BN AT A1 77 SR R R PR i ISR PRSI T 400 ) 77 B S 7 ) 44 A R S I rU s L U B
REITR: B8 1-4 WRL, W0 R 2 ALK, 72 AR B SRIE,  Fe VP4 00 SRR SR, R4
A, R BRI, HEOREEME. 55 2 I (IR is i e rh R A I 45 R B1) AVE R A5 IO
e, AR IR iR BEATIZH -

Q: What kind of materials shall be submitted by the consignor of exported hazardous chemicals or the agent

thereof when making a declaration to the Customs?

A: The following materials are required to provide:

1. Compliance statement for enterprises exporting hazardous chemicals;

2. Inspection Certificate for Packing Functions of Outbound Goods (except for products in bulk and products that
are exempted from packing for dangerous goods under international regulations);

3. ldentification report on hazard classifications;

4. Hazardous label (except for products in bulk), a sample of SDS; a Chinese translation version shall be provided
if the label or SDS is delivered in a foreign language; and

5. Names, quantities and other information of the actual added inhibitors or stabilizers, if the products need to add
any inhibitors or stabilizers.

Tips: These above-mentioned materials involving multiple batches of declarations may be allowed to be provided

only for the first declaration. However, when the Customs needs to verify the original documents, enterprises shall

provide as required. In addition, the Inspection Certificate for Packing Functions of Outbound Goods shall be

provided to the Customs every time regardless of its first declaration or not.
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Q: What are the verification and inspection requirements of the imported and exported hazardous chemicals

and their packaging?

A: Relevant requirements are as following:

1. The imported and exported of hazardous chemicals that have been listed in the Catalog of Hazardous Chemicals
shall meet the following requirements:

a. Mandatory requirements of the national technical specifications in China (applicable to imported products);

b. Relevant international conventions, rules, treaties, agreements, protocols and memorandums, etc.;

c. Technical regulations and standards in the target countries or regions (applicable to exported products); and

d. Specifications and standards formulated by the General Administration of Customs and the original General
Administration of Quality Supervision, Inspection and Quarantine.

2. The following items shall be inspected and verified for imported and exported hazardous chemicals:

a.  Whether the main components, physical and chemical properties, and hazard categories are qualified;

b. Whether there have hazardous labels and SDSs on the outer packaging (labels and SDSs in Chinese are
required for imported products); and whether the labels and SDSs are qualified.

3. Dangerous goods that are included in the List of Dangerous Goods under the Recommendations on the Transport
of Dangerous Goods (TDG) shall make the inspection and identification for their packaging during export in
accordance with relevant laws and regulations on the packaging inspection of dangerous goods by marine, air,
road and railway.

4. Outbound hazardous chemicals used to produce food or food additives shall obey relevant regulations on food
safety.
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Q: Is it necessary to apply an electronic ledger for products supposing their HS codes are identified as
hazardous chemicals but not listed in the Catalog of Hazardous Chemicals 2015 without inspection or
guarantine requirements?

A: No, it isn’t. In some cases, hazardous chemicals and non-hazardous chemicals share one HS code.  If enterprises
identify a product as a non-hazardous chemical based on the identification report and there is no requirement for
inspection and quarantine under the corresponding HS code, then the product is not required to apply for an electronic
ledger. Enterprises may select “non-hazardous chemicals” in the interface of “information of dangerous goods” when
making an integrated customs declaration.
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Q: Supposing a imported good is not listed in the Catalog of Hazardous Chemicals 2015 but meets the

requirements in the “Statements” of the Catalog, does the good require inspections in accordance with
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Announcement (N0.129/2020) issued by the General Administration of Customs?
A: The Customs conducts inspections for imported and exported hazardous chemicals listed in the latest version of
the Catalog of Hazardous Chemical.
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Q: When exporting equipment containing lithium batteries, is it necessary to apply for a packing certificate of
dangerous goods for the lithium batteries?

A: In accordance with the TDG, the need for packing certificate of dangerous goods depends on the capacity of the
lithium batteries. Those meet the following conditions shall be subject to the dangerous goods packaging: lithium
metal batteries or lithium alloy batteries with lithium content more than 1g; lithium metal and lithium alloy battery
packs with a total lithium content more than 2g; lithium-ion batteries with power exceeding 20 W H; lithium-ion
battery packs with power exceeding 100 W h.
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